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AUTHOR'S CONDUCT 



PUBLIC, 

STATED IN THE BEHAVIOUR QX 

DR. WILLIAM CULLEN, 

Hia Majbsty's Fhyficiati at £dml^urg&» 



Ceiiuuly titere ii little ^nieft in their dealingi .yifui VjH^ ■.'At 
bell of every bargain they make. Thr world may think them expert 
at they get mosey, but it ii impoflible they can be boceft. Real in* 
tegiity profcribei all thofe lliatagcmi of fraud and cJrcumvcQtioa 
.«4iich the covetous and cunmng aie eternally prafliGng 
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Advertifement, 



THE Cafe ftated in the fol- 
lowing pages is fufficient. 
to fhow, that Authors are not al- 
ways oppreffed, or hardly treated^ 
by Bookfellers ; and that the 
former can, occafionally, behave 
to the Public, in a way which the 
latter, as exhibiting marks of too 
great flagrancy, * would not dare 
to venture upon. If a Gentle- 
man of Dr. Cullen's fortune and 
celebrity can, from motives un- 
worthy of his character, give, by 
his example, a fanftion to^ unjuf- 
tifiable impofition, what may 
not be expected from Authors of 
inferior reputation and abilities ! 

It is with reluctance that the 
^aufe is fubmitted to the tribunal 
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o£ the Public. But the author 
imagined he had no right to fup- 
prefs the tranfa£tion, after having 
in vain tried every fair method of 
accommodation and compromife. 
Lofers, it is (aid, have a right to 
complain ; but fetting this adage 
aiide, the prefent publication, it is 
thought, may produce more be- 
neficial confequences, by the ex- 
ample it exhibits. 
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MR. MURRAY, BOOKSELLER 
IN LONDON, TO DR. WIL- 
LIAM CULLEN, PHYSICIAN 
AT EDINBIJROH. 

t 

London^ April 17, 1784* 

Dear Sir, 

I Beg leave to acquaint you, that I have 
upon hand eighty-four volumes of 
your " Firft Lines," to the amount of fix- 
teen pounds, as under, which you muft be 
fenfible will prove no better than wafte pa- 
per, provided I am not permitted to com- 
plete them in fets ; and as I underftand 
it is not your intention to fell the two ad- 
ditional volumes now printing feparately*, 

• The edition of Dr. Cullcn's *' Firft Lines" complete, 
was advertifed to be pabliihed in fin/t volumes^ although 
it has iince been comprifed in four. Mr. M. therefore 
wanted at this time thc/ourth indjffit volames. 

B i I flatter 
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I flatter myfelf you will not permit rtic 
to fufFer the lofs of fixteen pounds, for 
keeping your works conftantly . in my 
houfe, in order to ferve you more than 
myfelf, by their fale. If by ^ any means 
jny fets can be completed, I fhall require 
jio more ; or if it is agreeable for you to 
give me the new edition in exchange for 
the books I have upon hand, volume for 
volume, I fhall reft perfeftly fatisfied.— • 
It may be juft neceffary to mention, that 
no Bookfeller here publifhes a new edi- 
tion of a book, with improvements, with- 
out exchanging it for the old, if any of 
the latter are found to be in the trade un- 
diipofed of. But without this informa- 
tion, my application, I dare fay, will not 
appear to be either improper or unrea- 
fonable ; and I fhall wait for your anfwer, 
in full confidence that you will fhink fo. 

I am your's, &c. 

J. MURRAY. 
Dr. William Cullen. 

P. S. 84 copies " Cullen's Lines," vols. 
I and 2, and binding 16L 
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LETTER 11. 



FROM THE SAME, TO THE SAME. 



London^ Ma) 21, I784t 

SIR, 

I Wrote to you the 17th of April, of which 
you have a copy enclofed, becaufe by 
my not being favoured with an anfwer, I 
am apprehenfive it has mifcarried. To 
the cafe ftated in that letter I have little 
to add, fave it be to obferve, what you 
will readily admit, that no Bookfeller 
would have kept any copies of your works 
by him, had he entertained the leaft fuf- 
picion, that after purchafing three volumes, 
fingly or feparately, as they appeared, 
you would have precluded him from pur^ 

B 3 chafing 



C 4 1 

chafing the lubfequent ones in the fame 
manner, I have faid, that I kept your 
volumes in my houfe, fully more to pro- 
mote your baiefit thixi my own. I beg 
leave again to repeat this, which I think 
I can prove * 5 and if I am to be left 
without redrefs, after adting in this man- . 
ner, I Ihall think it extremely hard ; and 
I will venture to fay, that there is no ex- 
ample fimilar to it in the annals of book- 
felling. The purchafers of Hume^ Gib^ 
boriy Blackftone^ in fcparate volumes,were ne- 
ver precluded from compleatmg their fets. 
Whitaker publifhed the additions to a new 
edition of his Hiftory of Manchefter fepa- 

■ • Mr. Murray, in coDjunftion with the late Mr. Kincaid, 
of Edinburgh^bought one impnffion, conii^ng of i ooo copies, 
of tbc I ft vol. of Dr. Cullen's Firft Lines. For this they paid 
all expences of paper, printing, and advertifing, and gave 
the author befides one hundred guineas. Upon a calcu- 
lation it appeared, that the Bookfellers could clear but 
fixteen (hillings by the bargain, without allowing for bad 
debts, intereft of money, &c. This was laid before Dr. 
CoUen, but he turned a deaf ear to all remonflrances upon 
the fubje^, and never would refund a penny. The pub- 
fie is therefore left to judge, whether theaiTertion that his 
books were fold more for the benefit of the Author than 
his Bpokfdlers, is true or otherwife. 

rate. 
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rate, in order to accoilimodate the par- 
diafers of the old. Howard adytr^&s, at this 
mdmcnt, a fupplement to his book on 
Prifons grafts to |iis ftwiner purchafers ; 
and Hoole^ who had formerly publifhed 
the firfl: volume of his tranflation of Ari- 
ofto, fingly,, when he finifhed the work, 
generoufly gave his fubfcribers the five 
volumes complete, exafting payment only 
for-.four *. No perfon, I believe, requires 
to have a volume from Dr. Cullen gratis. 
In my fituation I alk but common 
juffice, to be allowed after the ufual man^ 

* It might have been added, that Lord Bankton, a ce« 
lebrated Scots lawyer, having much improved and corre^ed 
his Inftitutes of the Law of Scbtlandy Which alone would 
have made a folio pamphlet of half a gqinea price \ boun4 
down his heir, that if the work ihould be reprinted, a 
Supplement containing his alterations, &<u ihould be alio 
printed feparate, and delivered gratis to ihe^urchafers of 
ihejirft edition of his work. Such were that Judge's fen- 
timents of the juflice he owed to the public. His WiLXt 
now exifls, and Dr. Cullen is referred to it. 

At this moment, the following words are added to apub**^ 
lie advertifement, announcing a new edition of Bulb 
Dcddington^s Diary being in the prcfs : *' If any additions 
'' are made to the Appendix, they will be given gratit to 
*^ the purchafers of the firft impreffion*" 

B 4 ner 
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xicr to complete my fets, or to have my 
volumes exchanged, or to be reimburfcd 
their prime coft. — I fhall efteem it ob- 
liging to have an anfwer to this letter, as 
fixteen pounds, though not much money 
to a rich man, is too much for me to lofe 
vrho am not rich. 

I am, with refpefV, Sir, 

Your very obedient humble fcrvant. 

* 

J. MURRAY. 



Dr. William Cullen, 
Edinburgh. 
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LETTER III. 









•I. 



DR. CULLEN TO MR. MURRAY, 

Dear Sir, 

I Have many pardons to beg for not 
anfwering your firft letter, but it came 
upon me when, by my vifiting, teaching, 
and printing, I was more hurried than 
ever I had been in my life. I put off 
anfwering you, therefore, till I fhould 
have more leifure, and that leifure is 
hardly yet come ; and perhaps alfb I was 
more negligent in writing, becaufe I did 
not find that I could give you an anfwer 
that would be agreeable, but I muft give 
it you now fuch as it is. 

I have not time to difcufs matters fully, 
and muft tell you fhortly, that your rea- 
foning is not at all fatisfying, and your 
examples not at all in point. I think 
your having the books on hand has been 
very much your own fault 5 and on every 
fcoifideration I cannot comply with your 

requeft, 
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requeft, of giving an indemnification, 
which I can as little afford as you can. 

You miftake the matter much, in fup- 
pofing the two laft volumes as merely fe- 
quels of the two firft. The two firft ate 
very much new, and I fhould be forry to 
find any body trufting to the former edi- 
tion of them ; and the giving the two laft 
volumes to fell off the two firft of the 
former edition, I would confider as an im- 
pofition on tlie public, and a piece of 
knavery that I fhall never praftife *. 

Although I think your prefent demands 
unreafonable, I am forry when I cannot 
comply with any you make upon me. I 
have been always difpofed to deal with 
you rather than with any man of the 
trade ; and I think it is not my fault if I 
have not always done fo. Believe me to 
-be, fincerely. 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

WILLIAM CULLEN. 

Edinburgh^ May 27, 1784. 

• Why then docs he not coiled his alterations and tm- 
provements, and publilh them feparatcly, as done by other 
Authors, for the benefit of the pnrchafers of his former 
editions ? 

L E T- 
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LETTER IV. 



MR. MURRAY TO DR. CULLEN. 

\ 

ILondoTiy yune i, I784» 

SIR, 

I Have at laft received your anfwer to 
my letters, which does not barely fur- 
prife, but really aftonifhes me. The in- 
demnification I have required, is agreeable 
to every rule of honefly and fair dealing 
among men, and what I hardly think any 
other Author in Europe, fituated as you 
are, would have refufed to comply with. 
A regard to common juftice, as well as an 
attention to your own charafter in the 
world, which, if I am not deceived, muft 
fufFer by a publication of this tranlaftion, 
ought furely to have weighed with you. 

•^ You 
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" You think, that having the books on- 
" hand is very much my own fault." 

This is an extraordinary affeition. By 
what means is it my own fault ? Did I 
ever refufe to fupply a cuftomer? Do 
Authors in general impute it for a fault, 
that Bookfellers keep their works ifi readi- 
nefs for fale ? Or, in the prefent cafe, did 
you, by yourfelf, or your agent, ever in- 

« 

timate to me, the mercenary fcheme you 
have carried into execution, of publifhing 
a new edition of your Firji Lines^ with a 
fixed defign to exclude your former fub^ 
fcribers from completing their fetSy and 
thereby to compel them to buy the book 
anew? On the contrary, were not your 
proceedings, when you offered the copy 
for fale, by various agents in England and 
Scotland, induftrioufly kept a fecret from 
mef This was not a proper return to a 
roan, who had exerted himfelf a good deal 
in the circulation of your works, by which 
the chief advantage refulted to the Author^ 
not to the Bookfeller. And after this can 
you infift, that the volumes I have on 
hand (converted by a manoeuvre now 

into 
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into wafte paper) proceeds from any fault 
of mine ? Or from the fafts ftated, can 
you alledge, ferioufly, that you was more 
difpofed to deal with me than any other man 
in the trade f 

The purchafers of your three former 
volumes are conftantly applying to me for 
the fourth ; and an univerfal clamour is 
excited among them, when it is underftood 
that they will not be permitted to buy that 
volume alone ; but if they want Dr. Cul^ 
len's Firji Lines j muft purchafe the whole 
work anew. Qn this occafion they ufe 
cxpreffions (mixed with menaces againft 
me, who furely am innocent) on the con- 
duct of the Author, which I will not re- 
peat, whatever my own fentiments on the 
occafion may be. But if they are exafpe- 
rated at being excluded from completing 
one fet, the lofs muft affedl me much more, 
who have' upon hand nearly one hundred 
.volumes, for which I have paid ready mo- 
ney, that went into your pocket ; and every 
ihilling of which I am, according to your 
generous deciiion, now to lofe. 



Of 



0{ your behaviour the opinion here H 
not Angular. The fentiments of the peo- 
ple in Scotland feem to be the fame with 
thofe of the people of England upon this 
bufinefs, if the following extraft of a 
letter from your late Bookfeller Mn 
William Creech, of the 25th ult. from 
Edinburgh, is to be credited : — " Dr. Cul- 
^ len has behaved in a ftrange manner to 

* the public, by withholding the fourth 

* volume from the purchafers of the three 

* former, and obliging them to buy the 

* whole book anew. . . I am perfectty 
^ clear, that the purchafers of the three 

* former volumes have an undoubted 

* ground of adlion againft hinx. — ^I mean 

* to pubUfti a notice in the news-papers, 
^ with my name, ftating the fafts, and in- 
^ forming the public, that the withhold- 
^ ing of the fourth volume is not owing 

to me, but the Doctor himfelf." 
This letter is the more to be regarded, 
as it proceeds from no previous or con- 
certed communication betwixt Mr. C. and 
myfelf, for I have never ytt mentioned the 
fubjeft to liim in any fliape whatever ; and 

he 
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he is, at this moment, totally ignorant of 
the application I have made to you in aU 
its ftages. It arifes, therefore, fpontane- 
oufly from the nature of the tranfaftion 
itfelf, which I have before faid, and now 
repeat, is unparalleled in the hiftory of 
bookfelling. This opinion, fupported by 
the uniform and general teftimony of your 
fubfcribers, makes it neceflary to lay the 
matter, as it is, before the public, who will 
fix the blame where it ought to be fixed, 
and not impute to their Bookfellers.a mer- 
cenary and difhonourable adt, if they can 
clearly exculpate themfelves. 

You have, indeed, faid, that my reafoning 
is not at ali fatisfyingy my examples not at all 
in pointy and that you cannot comply with my 
requejl of giving an indemnification^ which 
you can as little afford as I can *. 

I quote you, I think, fairly, nor will I 
make a parade of my ftrength by refuting 

* Upon a moderate compatation. Dr. Cullen has rea- 
lized 2000/. by the fale of his Firft Lines of the Prac* 
tice of Pbyffic* A work which^ with eafe, might be com- 
prifed in one volume^ inferior in fize to Dr. Buchan's Do-- 
m^/Uc M$d$ciw$f which fells at 6 s* 64. in boards. 

fuch 
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fiich cogent arguments 5 if the public it 
convinced by your reafoning, and fatisfied 
with your conduft, I ftiall fubmit quietly 
to the lofs of fixteen pounds in your fer- 
vice, although I am deprived by it of all 
my legal profits upon all the books I 
have fold on your account fince the com- 
mencement of our acquaintance, which 
is now of fourteen years duration. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient and humble fervant, 

J. MURRAY. ^ , 



Dr. William Cullen. 



/•■; 
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LETTER V; 



kR. MURRAY TO DR. CULLEN*. 

LondoTiy Juni 4, 1784. 

Dear Sik^ 

I CONFESS that I have received fome 
civilities from you, which I have en- 
deavoured, as far as was within my power, 
to return ; but if I had not, they did not 
infer that I was tamely to fufFer myfelf 
to be injured, when you was difpofed to 
injure me : and I am forry that I muft 
look upon your refufal to indemnify me 
for the volumes of your Works, which I 

• Being yet unwilling to come to a public rupture with a 
gentleman of Dr. Cullen's eminence, and for whom I had 
entertained a regard, I tranfmitted to him the preceding 
pHnte4 pages iii the prefent letter, which produced the 
correfpondence that follows. 

G have 
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have upon hand, as a material injury. I 
have, before this period, fold your books 
without any profit to myfelf, and without 
making an outcry about it. But the lofs 
of both principal and intereft is alarm- 
ing J and therefore, fince you are unge- 
nerous, I muft be juft, and fubmit the 
queftion betwixt us to the public. 

Whether you believe me or not, I am 
fincere in declaring my regret for being 
obliged to make this appeal, or to fend you 
the inclofed printed paper : and had there 
been a fingle voice amongft all the gentle- 
men, before whom I had occafion to men- 
tion the matter, to defend your condu6l, I 
would have quafhed my own feelings, and 
have fubmitted in filence to my lofs. But 
the aaion is fo flagrant, and in its end tends 
fo much to deflroy all mutual Confidence 
amongft men, that no perfon has yet ap- 
peared that would attempt to juftify it. I 
am warranted therefore in afting as I have 
done, I muft live by my profeffion as you 
do by yoiir's. The tenor of my condu6t 
has (hewn, that I am not apt to complain 
for trifles. The lofs in the prefent cafe^ 

though 
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I 

though too much, will not ruin me ; and 
it is the ungenerous aftion, and its ten- 
dency, that I chiefly complain of. 

My anfwer to your letter you will find 
marked N° IV. in the inclofed paper, 
which is the only copy yet printed ^ nor 
Ihall I print more copies, or put the pam- 
phlet in circulation, before the i6th; when, 
if I am favoured with no iatisfailory rc-^ 
turn, I fhall conclude that you do not ob- 
je6l to the publication, and proceed to ad- 
vertife it at a (hilling price, and as proper 
to bind up with the new edition of your 
Firfl Lines* 



I am, &c. 



Dr. William Cullen. 



C 2 LET- 
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LETTER VI. 



DR. CULLEN TO MR. MURRAY. 



A 



Edinburgh^ "Jur^e lO, 1784. 

S 1 R, 
FTER taking fo much pains as I 



have done, to enlarge, improve, and 
correal the former edition of my Firft 
Lines, I readily believed that my new edi- 
tion would be worth its price, even to 
thofe who had the former; and I have 
found many perfons of this opinion. I 
muft fay further, that I have been very 
averfe from any perfon's trufling to my 
former edition, who defired to know the 
true ftate of my doftrine \ and I have 
therefore avoided giving encouragement to 

their 
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their doing fo. Not, however, defiring to 
force my new edition upon any one, I was 
always willing that the fourth volume 
fhould be fold feparately, and with that 
view I took care that the fourth volume 
fhould be printed in greater number than 
the others had been; many copies have 
accordingly been fold feparately, and I 
have now defired it to be publicly adver- 
tifed, that any perfon may purchafe the 
fourth volume by itfelf *• So far in an- 

• Dr. Callen ne't^er meant to publifh the fourth volume 
feparately ; he fold the property of the whole work under 
a condition not to do it ; he exprefsly fays in page 8, that 
it ijcould be a piece of knavery he Jhould never praSife, Mr, 
Creech, in page 12, proves, that he never intended it; to 
this day [July 8th] the fourth volume is not to be had fepa- 
rate in London j and Mr. Creech^ by a pointed letter which 
follows, puts the Doftor's real intentions refpedling this 
matter out of doubt. With what face therefore can the au- 
thor a(rert,that he was always tvilling that the fourth volume 
Jhould he had feparaie ? 1 am forry to fay, that this is a mere 
ajfertion, and void of truth. The ^h volume, I ani told, does 
not connedl with the firft edition of the third , which, were 
there no other evidence, is a fufiicient proof of itfelf that 
it was never n^eant for feparate publication ; and he is now 
compelled to print a new edition of the fourth, with alte- 
rations to remedy this inconvenience. But he does it with 
a heavy heart, becaufe it will fubjeft him to an unforefeen 
drawback, and is an aft of juflice he had never imagined 
J^e fhpuld be obliged to perform, 

C 3 fwer 
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fwcr to your's of the 4th current I have 
thought proper to explain myfelf^ but 
with refpeft to the other particulars of that 
letter, I have nothing to add to what I 
have formerly written. Your reprefenta- 
tions are falfe and imperfeft; and I could 
point out this very fully, but I think it 
would not be becoming in me to enter into 
difcuflions with you, either in writing or 
print s and I delpife your malice. There 
is, however, one unfair reprefentation I 
muft ftate to you : In your giving a copy 
of the firft letter you addrefied to me of 
the 17th of April, which is ftill in my 
hands, you have fuppreffed the Poftfcriptf-, 
from which it would have appeared to the 
public, that the copies of the Firft Lines, 
pretendedly J, then in your hands, were of 
the firft and fecond volumes only 5 and that 
your demand of compleating your fets, was 
for both the third and fourth volumes of 
the new edition. If your demand had been 
for the fourth volume only^ I Jhould probably 

f The Poftfcript is now reilored. 
X ^hy freundedly, when they are offered to be pro- 
duced? 

have. 
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hanre complied with your requejl\ but to ena- 
ble you to impofe upon the public §, I 
thought would be as unjuft in me, as feem- 
ingly intended by you. I find I muft ftill 
take notice of another particular in your 
letter. You take advantage of a civil ex-. 
preffioh of mine, to infmuate that it im- 
plies a contradi6lion in my language and 
condudt. I had faid that I was willing to 
prefer you to any other perfon of the trade; 
and that I formerly was fo, you know to 
be true ; but that I have not been fo for 
fome time paft, is alfo true ; and I could 
give reafons for this change of my con- 
du6l, that I believe would be very fatisfy- 
ing to every perfon who knows you |[ . 

Adieu, 

WILLIAM CULLEN. 



% What does the gentleman mean by my impofing upon 
the public ? Mutate nomine — de te fabula narratur. 

II Dr.Cullen^befides what he advances in this place^utters 
refledtions againft my private charadler in feveral other parts 
of his letters. Affertions unfupported by any fort of proof 
or argument^ and indeed fometimes contrary both to proof 
and argument, are too familiar to him. A £mple denial 

C 4 therefore 
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therefore is a fufficient refutation of 6are ajfertions,. But 
in this cafe I will go further : I throw the gauntlet at his 
feet^ and dare him to advance one well-fupported fa6l in 
my dealings with him, contrary to good faith, or what is 
efleemed fair and honeil among mankind. I fcorn in' this 
cafe to recriminate ; and ihall only add, that I have (hown 
a liberality in my tranfaftions with him as a bookfeller, 
which as an author he has never yet equalled. 



LET- 
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LETTER VII. 



MR. MURRAY TO DR. CULLEN. 



London^ yune 17, 1 784. 

S I R, 

I AM favoured with your letter of the 
loth Inft. which, I am fbrry to fay, 
lays you as open to cenfure as any perfon 
who is your enemy could wifh : but I am 
not your enemy, and it will be your own 
fault if the affair betwixt us fliould come 
to a public difcuffion. 

In your letter you fay, " If your de- 
" mand had been for the fourth volume 
" only, I fhould probably have complied 
" with your requeft." Now, although I 
ftill fee an injury done to the purchafers of 

the 
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the two firft volumes, in being denied the 
third, equally with the fourth, to complete 
their fets, yet I confider the publication of 
the fourth volume feparately zsfome accom-- 
modation to the public. I am therefore 
willing to meet your idea, and to accept 
84 copies of the fourth volume, or 21 fets 
complete of the 4 volumes, for the 84 co- 
pies, vol. I and 2, in my poflefiion. 

I have to add, that notwithftanding 
your advice, the fourth volume is not yet 
advertifed in London ; and your Bookfel- 
|er, Mr. Cadell, to whom I have fent to- 
day and yefterday, refufes to fell it fmgly : 
but if my overture, which indeed may be 
named your own, is agreed to, I muft have 
notice of it in courfe, with an order upon 
Mr. Cadell for the 84 copies vol. 4. which 
can be made up to that gentkman by your 
Edinburgh publifher, without obftrufting 
the fale of the new edition in any (h^e, as 
he is provided with more copies than he 
tan poflibly difpofe of, before the co- 
pies of vol. 4. which I defire, are replaced ; 
and it is obvious, that without a fpeedy 
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fupply^ I am in clanger of lofing the fale of 
the vokimes wanted. 

If you fee the propriety of this mode of 
fetttling the bufinefs, I fliall be extremely 
well pleafed, and fhall be happy at all 
times, to remain refpe6lfully. 

Sir, &c. 

J- MURRAY, 

P. S. I fhall wait for your anfwer till the 
27th Inft. when, if I receive none, I fhall 
prefume myfelf to be at liberty to aft 
free of all engagements : and the Pofl-- 
fcript, whofe omifTion you complain of, 
fhall be reflored to its place. 



LET. 
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LETTER VIII. 



DR. CULLEN TO MR. MURRAY. 



Edinburgh^ fune a^f, 1 784. 

S I R, 

YOUR'S of the 15th current came to 
hand only yefterday, and when I 
happened to be in the country, elfe you 
would have had an anfwer in courfe. 

It was owing to fome awkward fcruples 
of Mr. Cadell's *, that the advertifing the 
fourth volume to be fold feparately was 
not done, as it was here, a fortnight ago \ 
and it has been owing to the fame fcru- 

* Would Mr. Cadell have retained any a<wknuard fcru- 
pies, had he been inftrufted from the beginning, that the 
author was always ^willing that the fourth *volume Jhould h^ 
had feparate ? It was not before the 9th of July that the 
4th volume was {qIA feparate in London. 

pies 
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pies that he tefufed to fell you copies of 
it. Thefe fcruples, however, are now, I 
hope, removed, for yefterday 250 copies 
were put on board a fhip for him, and to 
enable him to fell them feparately with- 
out his breaking upon the fets he formerly 
received. This will allow you to get as 
many copies of the fourth vclume as you 
pleafe to demand, at the price you and 
Mr. Cadell can agree upon, and that to be 
fure will be the fame he fells them for to 
other people. 

This is all I can do to gratify you -, and 
I don't underftand how you came to harp 
upon the affair of compleating your fets, 
to which I have given you an anfwer be- 
fore, and fhall now add, that the firfl: and 
fecond volume lay upon your hands, be- 
caufe you demanded and took an extrava- 
gant price for them. Mr. Creech informs 
me, that he gave you the copies at 3 j. 3 d. 
and I know that you demanded and took 
from your cuftomers for the volume in 
boards 6^. It was therefore by no means 
for my intereff that you kept them in your 
fliop. With refpeft to the third volume, 

you 
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you had an opportunity, whik it was oil 
fale for many months laft year, of com- 
pleating your fets -f, if you had thought 
proper fo to do : and I can't find what 
pretence you have to demand it of me 
now, after I had made it a new book. 

I don't think it neceflary to fay more 
at prefent ; but that without either fear- 
ing or defiring a quarrel with you, I leave 
you at full liberty to take what meafures 
you may think proper for yourfelf. 

Your's, &c, 

WILLIAM CULLEN, 



UPON his lafl: letter the author firmly 
relied for retrieving his charafter, and ob- 
taining a viftory. For although fome of 
his friends, acknowledging the impropriety 
and folly of his condu6l, condeicended to 
requeft a delay of the prefent publication 
till they fliould hear from him, yet it was 
without effects for building upon the 

f Could looo copies of the third volume fupply 3000 
cuilomers, who had porchafed th^firft and^^r-Mr^ volumes ? 
Into fuch an abfurd defence however is that man reduced, 
"who departs from the plain paths of equity and re^tude. 

weight 
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weight of his fafts and arguments, thefe 
interferences produced nothing. It is to 
be hoped, however, that he maintains the 
do6trines contained in his Firft Lines 
upon firmer grounds, than he does the 
honour of his condu6l in the prefent trant- 
aftion ; for if he does not, it requires no 
gift of prophecy to affirm, that they will 
not be very durable. 

There is a meannefs in Dr. Cullen's 
defcending to the particulars Ipecified in 
the foregoing epiftle, which a little mind 
could only prove equal to. Every man, 
like our author, has not dipped into the 
myftery of bookfelling 5 and it would re- 
quire that the reader fhould poflefs Ibme 
knowledge of the profeffion, to fpeak in- 
telligibly upon the fubjedt. But let us 

not decline meeting him even upon this 
ground, fince he has chofen it. 

Dr. CuUen is accurate in ftating the 
price Mr. Murray paid for his volumes. 
.Is it however to be fuppofed, that the then 
proprietor Mr. Creech would fell at the 
price mentioned, without an advantage to 
himfelf ? If it is admitted that he would 

not. 



t 3a ] 

hot, Mr. Creech muft have had afuperio^ 
profit to Mr. Murray ; and the author 
fliould have felt fome gratitude for the latter 
who made a purchafe of 600 volumes of his 
works at one time, and on inferior^ terms* 
Should there be fophiftry in this reafoning^ 
yetwhydoe;s not Dr. Cullen complain equal- 
ly of Mr. Creech in the bufinefs ? But it al- 
ready appears that Mr. Creech complains 
loudly of him j and in the letter which fol- 
lows he enlarges upon the fubje6l,and afferts, 
that he never made twenty Jhillings by his 
connexion with this liberal-minded phyfi- 
cian. In this point too the public will be 
apt to believe him, when it is known, that 
in his tranfadions with bookfellers. Dr. 
Cullen never regarded any man's ad- « 
vantage but his own. But there are a 
few other circVimftances in his charge of 
extortion upon Mr. Murray that muft be 
attended to, and which the dull memoiy 
of Dr. Cullen has not permitted him to 
detail. • 

From his letter the reader is naturally 
led to believe, that his books were fent 
unto Mr. Murray's houfe, at 35. ^d^per 

volume^, . 



'5! 






.1. 



[ 31 3 

5Pd[ame, clear of all other expences; biit 
this is by no means the fadt. Dr. Cullen 
has omitted yr«^i6/ and charges from Leith» 
and tnjurance in time of war, nvarehoufe-- 
rent^ inter eji of money ^ (for Mr. Murray 
had no credit given him) bad debts ^ and 
above all advertijing. Every one of thefe 
items fell upon Mr. Murray, and adver^ 
tiling alone coft him ten guineas. For 
although the literary property of the book 
remained with the author, he would not 
defray one penny of this expence, which 
all other authors, in (imilar circumftances, 
ufually do. Will Mr. Murray then be ac* 
cufed of extortion, when it is known that, 
after all thefe deductions, he retailed tlie 
book to the trade in London at 41. 4^. 
per volume. His neat profits therefore, at- 
tended with the rifque of had debts, &c. 
muft have been from 2 ^. to 3 d. per vo- 
lume. Let Dr. CuUen's brother phyfi- 
ciansj Doftors Monro, Duncan, Gregory, 
Home, and Hamilton, &c. 6cc. at Edin* 
burgh, be alked, if in their dealings they 
;cver efteemed that bookfeUers impofed 
upon them for exafting larger profits than 

D this ? 









( 32 I 

this ? And let the principal bookfellers inr 
the kingdom be required to give their opi- 
nion, if they would agree to a purchafe 
on the terms on which Mr; Murray took 

Dr. Cullen's book ? 

' Here it may be neceflary to enquire, 
what remuneration has accrued to Dr, 
GuUen himfelf for the labour of his; writ-? 
ings ', and by contrafting his moderation 
. with that of his bookfeller, leave it to th^ 
public to condemn whoever fliall be found 
to be guilty of the greateft extortion • 
This is meeting the author on his own 
ground, and in going over it a regard to 
truth fhall be ftriftly obfervcd. 

Dr. CuUen originally retailed his Fir/i 
Lines as a hawker does gingerbread, in 
fragments or detached pieces as he wrote 
them, to his pupils at the door of his lecr 
ture-room, at the price of fix-pence^ more 
or lefs, according to the portion of matter 
furnifhed. How much he gaiijed by thig 
traffic is rather uncertain, but 9s it lafted 
for fome years, it muft have been confi-. 
derable. He has fince, by a general fale^ 
difpofed of 6000 volumes of the fam? 

work. 
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work, for which he has aflually touched • 
two Jhillings profit upon each voiumey^ ' 
without contingence, rifque, or uncertain- 
ty. After this harveft he added ?i fourth 
H)olumey and has now fold the copyy or lite-^ 
rary property y oi the whole work for 1200A 
Still, however, there remained fome glean- 
ings, and he availed himfelf even of thefe : 
accordingly, as the new edition was print- 
ed, he took meafures to fell it over again, 
volume by volume, to his pupils, taking 
their names down in writing, in oi-der to 
infure their purchafe of the whole book ; 
and receiving from them gentleman's price, 
but accounting himfelf to his principal, on" 
the terms of a bookfeller. Thus he fecured 
to himfelf the double advantages, both of 
phyfician to his Majefty and of a fagacious 
tradefman. He affirms, that Mr. Murray 
fold his volumes at 6 s. each in boards to 
gentlemen. So has Dr. CuUen done ; fo 
has every bookfeller done; and fo Mr. 
Murray would have done, and with more 
advantage to himfelf, had the tranfa6lion 
betwixt Mr. Creech and him never exifted. 
Have you, Doftors Blair, Fergufon, Millar, 

D 2 or 
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• or any other public profei£>r, afted in 
this maimer ? Would not your liberal fpi- 
rits have r^e^led with (com a mode of 
condu£l: fo fordid and reproachful in its 
nature ? Or would you» or any man upon 
the iace c^ the earth, with preteniions to 
common honefty, after giving their works 
to the public at different times in different 
volumes^ fay to their purchafers> you can* 
not have the laft volume without you pur- 
chafe all the former ones over again? 
Any attempt to juftify an a£tion of this 
kind is worfe than the aftion itfelf. Every 
man of honour refents it : yet the authdr 
affc6ls to have afted with perfe6l prc^rie- 
ty ! He is not however totally unfufcepti-* 
ble to feeling. There exifts a ftruggle in . 
his breaft, betwixt the-principle of a\^ricc 
and the faving of appearances. He is 
therefore hurried into inconfiftencies and 
contradictions -, and it is painful to mark 
the a^tation of his mind in this confli6t : 
Giving the two laft vohttnes^ he fays, to fell 
off the twojirftj Iwcmld confider as an impo^ 
^ion^ pn the public y and as a piece of knavery 

tbaf 
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that ip^ll never praBife *. But after the 
receipt of my papers he found this ground 
to be untenable. He then becomes of 9 
different mind, and expreffes himfelf in di«- 
xeft contradiftion to his former declara- 
tion ; but without afligning a reafbn for 
his new light : Not however dejiring^ he 
now unbluftiingly writes, to force my new 
edition upon any one^ I was always willing 
that the fourth volume Jhould be fold fepa^ 
rately ; and with that view, I took care that 
the fourth volume Jhould be printed in greater 
number than the others had been ; many copies 
have accordingly been fold feparately^ and I 
have now dejired it to be publicly advertifed, 
that any perfon may purchafe the fourth vo^ 
bime by itfelf'\'. 

Sui-ely, my dear Sir, you forget, that 
this feparate publication is the very piece 
of knavery you declared you would mever 
praSlife. And what rcafon can be affign- 
ed for pubUfhing the fourth volume fepa- 
rate, and not the third ? Of the firft vo- 
lume 3000 c(^ies were printed; of the 
third ychimc but 1000. Will 1000 co- 

• Letter in. t Letter VI. 

pies 
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|>ics of the third therefore, fupply 3 000 
purcjiafers of Xhtjirji? It requires found 
logic to reconcile fuch an inconfiftency. 

Again, when Mr. Murray applied to 
have his fets completed : On every, confi-^ 
deration y fays the worthy author, / cannot 
comply with your r^queji of giving an indem^ 
nidation which I can as little afford as you 
fan %. When, however, the atrocioufnefs- 
of the refufal began to prefs upon his cha- 
rafter, he altered his mind : If your demand ^ 
he writes to his correfpondent, had been 
for the fourth volume only^ I fhould probably 
have complied with your requeji § . Now 
would any man believe, that when this 
overture, made by himfelf, was accepted, 
he would fhamefuUy have expofed himfelf 
to additional cenfure by retracing it ; and 
thus bring it in proof, that no reliancd 
was to be had upon his own propofal^ deli- 
vered even in writing. I am willing^ Mr. 
Murray anfwered him, to meet your idea^ 
and to accept 84 copies of the fourth volume^ 
for the 84 volumes i and 2 in my poffejjion |f^ 
.In reply to this, Mr. Murray is told, witfe 

X Letter III. § Letter VL || Letter VIT. 

the 
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the utmoft effrontery, that he niayhelupa. 
plied with as many copies of the fourth 
volume as he pleafed — at the fame price 
^ivith other people *. My good and con- 
fcientious Doflor, it requires no ghoft' 
from the grave to tell me that J can piir-< 
chafe books for money. But if your ofer, 
which has beeh recited, means any thing, 
it is, that you confented to the indemnifi-i 
cation required, and was difpofed to give 
me the fourth volume in exchange for the 
volumes in my poffeffion, which, by your 
unfair behaviour, had been rendered of no 

ufe. 

But to expofe the jQiuffling of this 
weak man in every point of view woul^ 
be endlefs. Throughout the whole bu(i« 
pefs he has exhibited much meannefs, equi- 
vocation, and contradiftipn ^ and all to re- 
tain a little fordid pelf, obtained not veiy 
honourably, at the expence of his bene-^ 
fadtors. His conduft indeed aflFords a 
ftriking inftance of human weaknefs ; and 
it is to be lamented, that a perfon who is 
fo eminent in his line, and fo much cele- 
brated for profeflional fkill, fhould de- 

• Letter VIII. 

grade 
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grade his character, from confideratioiis far 
below^ the regard or confideration of a 
gentleman. It is, neverthelefs, neceflary 
to expofe culprits of his defcription, in or- 
der, if poffible, to guard individuals againft 
the pemicioufnefs of example; which is^ 
the more dangerous, when the author en- 
joys confiderable rank in the republic of 
letters and fcience. 

To conclude, it is only neceflary to 
infert the following Letter, which corro- 
borates the honourable intentions of Dr. 
CuUen, and proves, that to thefe pages 
alone, the public is indebted for a feparate 
publication of his 4th volume. This is c«c 
point carried, which the author of the pre- 
fent narrative feels lome fatisfaftion to 
have obtained, whatever trifliilg lofs he 
may himfelf have fufFered,— 'It is proper 
further to add, that the Letter itfelf is a 
volunteer, and totally unfolicited, Mr* 
Murray having tiever correfponded With 
Mr. Ci^ech in any jhape upon tlic fubje6l«- 
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MR. CREECH, BOOKSELLER, AT 
EDINBURGH, TO MR. MURRAY* 

Edinburghf June lo, 1784* 

IDeAR Sir, 

TIL L within this quarter of an hour, 
that Dr. CuUen called at my houfe, 
1 was totally ignorant of what was paffing 
between you and him, — I could have 
wifhed that you had not made ufe of my 
letter in print without my knowledge : but 
is it only ftates truth, and what I had be- 
fore faid to the E)o6tor and his new pub- 
lifher, I do not fee that it fhould give of- 
fence.; — It was a duty I owed to myfelf to 
ftand vindicated to the public, from what 
muft have appeared to them bafe and un- 

E becoming 
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becoming a gentleman. — ^I ha4 refufed Xo. 
treat for the property of the book, unlefs 
the fourth volume was given feparately to 
the public. — It was certainly unhandfome 
and unjuft to withhold the fourth volume 
from the public, and to make that an argu- 
ment to enhance the value of the property, 
as they would be obliged to buy the whole 
anew. — I was frequently abufed for no^ 
delivering the fourth volume to thofe whq 
had bought the other three; and was told, 
that it muft be a trick of the bookfeller,' 
for Dr. Cullen was incapable of behaving 
fo. — ^When I met with this, it was Iwgh 
time, to vindicate myfelf j and I even w^l^ 
fo far as to teU many, that demanded the 
fourth voiurpe, that they were welconie to 
profecute me, and that I would lead an ac-^ 
tion where it ought to lay.— The fourth 
volume was hot only withheicj, but wheA 
the four Volume? were publiffied together,^ 
although not a fheet larger than formerlyj; 
the book caitie out at :?8 j. inftead of 24J.-^ 
This I alfo thought proper to ftate in tli€ 
notice I drew up for the public. 
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As the matter has been fo much fpokei^ 
pf in London, I think it requifite to put 
it in your power to vindicate me in the 
jnatter. 

The Doftor has informed me, that he 
has now given orders to advertife the 4th 
volume to be had feparately; and therefore 
I have withheld my advertifement to the 
public— The number, however, he men- 
tioned, are by far infuifHcient. — ^The alte- 
rations, 1 apprehend, are not fo material, 
as to render the firft volumes you have 
ufelefs. I think you have an undoubted 
right to have them made perfedt fets, or 
the money returned. — All the books I 
ever had from the Doftor I paid in ad-^ 
yance, and you know I never could have 
made a i /. by the bargain. Had I any of 
the three ifl: volumes remaining, I would 
infift on their being taken back, or made 
]perfe6t. 
* I am. 

Dear Sir, &c. 

W. CREECH. 

FINIS, 
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